
 

MHHA Annual Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, January 16, 2016 

Le Calumet Club, Augusta 

 

I.       Meeting is called to order by MHHA President Timothy Powers at 4:00 pm. 

II.      President Powers advised membership a notice of meeting was published in the 
latest MHHA newsletter, on the MHHA website, through social media on the MHHA Facebook 
page, and by postcard. 

III.     President Powers stated roll call was not necessary as last year's voting list was used 
and eligible members had been given a green slip for voting purposes. A quorom was 
confirmed for voting purposes. 

IV.     MHHA Officers and Board of Directors present: 

          Dr. Timothy Powers - President 

          Michael Cushing - Vice President 

          Donna DuBois - Secretary 

          Aaron Hall - Treasurer 

          Directors: Eric Bickmore, David Crochere, James Dunn, Rep. Donald Marean  

          Absent: Robert Marston 

          Others present:  

          Deb Patterson, Executive Secretary; Linwood Higgins, MHHA Lobbyist 

V.      Reports of Officers 

          A.   Secretary's Report: 

          Donna DuBois reviewed the 2015 Annual Meeting minutes. No questions. A 

motion was made by Fran Hanley to Secretary's Report, and was seconded by Steve Wilson. 

Motion carried unanimously. 



          B.    Treasurer's Report: 

          Aaron Hall reviewed the beginning balances for 2015, income and expenses, and 
reported the ending balances for 2015 in the General Account of $26, 999.97; Sulky 
Reimbursement Account $26,240.46; Scholarship Fund $12,711.74. David Slocomb inquired 
about the amount on the CD for the Down East Scholarship Fund, which is currently 
$8,000.00. A motion was made by Fran Hanley to accept Treasurer's Report, and was 
seconded by David Slocomb. Motion carried unanimously. 

VI.    Committee Reports 

          By Law: See New Business 

          Legislative:  

          Donald Marean reported on our new lobbyist, Jon Courtney. Very able and 
knowledgeable. Previous lobbyist, Cheryl Timberlake, now employed by Sean Scott, which 

was a definite conflict. Don also explained the status of LD 1280 coming up in mid-February; 
LD 1279 Advanced Wagering bill and its effects; an in depth explanation of the 4% fund. Ag 

Committee looking toward a full report on harness racing, researched by Mr. Jennings (MRC). 
This may lead to lessen racing days, noting continued horse shortage, at SD and Bangor, 
having more purse money available. Also among accounts to be audited are the fair track 
purse accounts. Public discussion would be necessary. Report due out February 22nd. An 
upcoming meeting with Mr. Jennings (Feb) to further discuss challenges for MHHA and Maine 

racing. 

          Budget:  

          Linwood Higgins presented and reviewed the MHHA budget for 2016. Funding 
rate figured at 2.600% for this budget. Discussion held earlier with Joint Committee to set out 
$25,000.00 for "operating funds" to have this amount available at year's end, versus 
temporarily borrowing from Sulky program. Line item 31 changed from emergency fund of 
$2,000.00 to Race Promotion and Support for $45,000.00. This is to fund promotion events 
through the year and to offer relief to the fairs. Also discussed was the MHHA purse account 
contribution to each MSBS race of $1200.00. Motion made by Fran Hanley to except 2016 

MHHA budget, second by Dave Crochere. Motion carried unanimously. Motion made by Fran 

Hanley to accept MHHA 2016 Funding Rate at 2.600%, second by Mike Graham. Motion 
carried unanimously.    

          Scholarship Fund: 

          Donna DuBois reported current balance in the fund of $12,711.74. The MHHA 
currently awards a $500.00 scholarship to any student that applies by the deadline and meets 

the MHHA member requirements that are stated in by-laws. Eleven applicants will receive a 
scholarship this year with the total to be dispersed at $5,500.00. The Down East Scholarship is 

awarded to one recipient only in the amount of $1,000.00.  



          Sulky Reimbursement Fund: 

          David Crochere reported the balance ending in the account is $26,240.46. In 
2015, the fund received $5,800.00 and paid out $5,300.00. A User's Clause has been added, 
indicating if a sulky is paid out by insurance, the MHHA will take the sulky as salvage. There is 
no change in the premiums for 2016. Current coverage Prem/14"/15": $300/3000/4500; 
$250/2500/3500; $200/2000/2500; $150/1500/2000; $100/1000/1500; $50/500/1000. 

         Animal Welfare: No change. 

VII.  Old Business 

         Discussion on contract options going forward in 2016 with Scarborough Downs. 
Discussion on gambling strategies and options. 

VIII. New Business 

         Don Marean discussed a By-law change in language, along with 'Executive 
Director', the addition of  "and/or Executive Secretary". Motion to accept by Steve Wilson, 

second by David Slocomb. Motion passed unanimously. Discussion on donating to the 
Ontario fire victims in Ontario at the Classy Lane Training Facility. Over 40 horses perished 

and horsemen lost everything. Dr. Chow suggested a donation of $500.00. President Tim 
Powers confirmed the donation. Further discussion at next monthly meeting. Michael 
Timmons commented on ensuring we publish positive and encouraging comments only on 
social media in light of LD 1280. Any negative comments and postings should be avoided 
and/or removed immediately.  

IX.    Election of Directors 

         Three Director Seats are open for election currently and will be voted on at this 
meeting: At large/David Crochere and At large/Robert Marston (not contested). Those 

running are David Crochere, Shellie Nichols and Bill Phipps; District 3/James Dunn, also 
running Dustin White. Per by-law, any qualified member of the Association who wishes to run 

for election to the Board of Directors in one of these seats, must submit a letter of intention 
to the Executive Director (or President) by registered mail, return receipt requested, 

postmarked at least 60 days prior to the annual meeting (Nov. 17). The incumbent directors 

are automatically candidates unless a written declination is filed with the Executive Director 
(or President) at least 60 days prior to the election. The votes were counted by the Clerk, 

Shannon Smith. Results are: District 3 retained by James Dunn; At large retained by David 
Crochere; and At large new-elect Bill Phipps. Congratulations, Directors! 

X.     Election of Officers 

         The following slate of officers was presented to the membership: 

President - Timothy Powers: motion to accept nomination by David Crochere, second by 
Donald Marean. Motion passed unanimously.  



Vice President - Michael Cushing: motion to accept nomination by David Crochere, second by 

Steve Wilson. Motion passed unanimously. 

Secretary - Donna DuBois: motion to accept nomination by David Crochere, second by Aaron 
Hall. Motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer - Aaron Hall: motion to accept nomination by James Dunn, second by Steve Wilson. 
Motion passed unanimously.  

XI.   MHHA Annual Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm. Motion by Don Marean, second by David 
Slocomb. Unanimously approved. 

 

 


